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Fumes close Baker for two days
By Jessica Scarpati, Staff Writer

Wednesday, December 20, 2006 - Updated: 11:42 AM EST

An antifreeze leak at the Baker School the morning of Dec. 18 prompted an 
evacuation of more than 600 students, sent 31 children to area hospitals and 
kept the South Brookline school closed for two additional days.

Although health officials declared air quality in the building to be safe on 
Dec. 19, Superintendent Bill Lupini said he kept the school closed Dec. 20 
because an odor from the chemical, which is thought to have made many 
students ill, has lingered.

"We're going to take this day by day. We're continuing to do those 
air-quality tests, even though what we're experiencing now is the levels are 
declining," Lupini said. "But that has nothing to do with the smell."

More than 50 students and faculty at the school complained of nausea, 
dizziness and aggravated asthma conditions after antifreeze leaked from a 
pipe in the back of the building's basement.

Lupini said 30 students had been released from the hospitals by 4:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 18. The student who remained was kept under observation for unrelated 
issues, he said.

"Most of the kids who were taken [to hospitals] were taken as a 
precautionary [measure]," Lupini said.
Officials were scheduled to reconvene Wednesday, Dec. 20, to determine 
whether to re-open the school today (Thursday).

Lupini said he would also contact the state Department of Education to find 
out whether the incident would require the school to make up the missed days 
at the end of the school year.

"The DOE will generally allow you a certain number of days in an emergency 
situation," he said. "[But] we are fast approaching a situation . where we 
would have to make those days up."

How did this happen?

As school and health officials scramble to assess the safety at Baker, on 
Beverly Road, building officials are pointing the finger at a contractor for 
causing the leak.

Building Commissioner Jim Nickerson said the antifreeze leak from a heating 
system pipe stemmed from a faulty repair a contract worker had been begun 
Friday, Dec. 15.

"They were installing a valve and the connection leaked," Nickerson said. 
"It wasn't from corrosion [of the pipes]."
The valve did not hold properly, but the leak didn't begin until an 
automatic timer for the school's heating system turned on the morning of 
Dec. 18, he said.

Charlie Simmons, director of public buildings, said a worker with 
Roslindale-based contractor Heatrol was responsible for the mistake.
"He didn't finish his work and he left the valve open," Simmons told 
selectmen Tuesday night, Dec. 19.

Nickerson said Heatrol has worked with the town for more than 20 years, 
calling them "reliable" and dismissing the incident as "just a mishap."

Town Administrator Richard Kelliher could not be reached before the TAB's 
deadline on Dec. 20 to determine if the town would pursue legal action 
against the contractor.

How dangerous is the chemical?

Despite the illnesses students reported on Monday, Health Director Dr. Alan 
Balsam said the concentrations of ingredient in the antifreeze that caused 
the sicknesses, propylene glycol, were not high enough to pose serious 
health risks.

Balsam said the chemical is more of an irritant and not toxic.

"Propylene glycol is generally not a problem," Balsam said. "The smell is a 
nuisance."

Building officials said they have removed dirt from the basement that was 
harboring leakage from the pipe.
The federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, an arm of the 
federal Center for Disease Control and Prevention, characterizes propylene 
glycol as "practically odorless."

Balsam said it is possible the strong smell could be coming from the 
chemical's mix with other ingredients in the antifreeze solution.

Baker Principal Tom Cavanagh said exposure to the substance could aggravate 
an existing asthma condition or cause stomach cramps.
Cavanagh said health officials told him "fresh air" was the best antidote 
for exposure to the chemical, prompting the school to evacuate around 10 
a.m. on Dec. 18.

"There was a smell in the school today when we came in," Cavanagh said.

Lupini said some faculty members were treated at the scene for mild 
symptoms, but none were hospitalized.
Because there are a number of pregnant teachers at the school, officials 
also consulted doctors at Children's Hospital of Boston for advice about 
exposure to the chemical in pregnant women. Lupini said health officials had 
no concerns.

What happened to students?

Shortly after the school contacted parents on Dec. 18, Baker students walked 
or were transported by bus to nearby Temple Emeth, where they waited for 
parents to pick them up.

While Police Capt. John O'Leary said police received the first call at 9:51 
a.m., hundreds of students continued waiting for parents to pick them up at 
the temple at 1 p.m., passing the time playing cards and eating snacks 
supplied by teachers.
"I felt a little dizzy," said Alina Shklyarenko, 11, a sixth-grader leaving 
the temple with her mother around 12:30 p.m.
Lina Sheremet, 11, a sixth-grader, likened the smell in the school to a 
combination of "Play-Doh, apple cider and paint."
"It was scary," said Alina's mother, Irina Shklyarenko, an Asheville Road 
resident.

Cavanagh said the last student left the temple at 2:23 p.m. on Dec. 18.

Although most parents said the school allayed their fears with a "fast" and 
"accurate" release of information, the event caught many off guard.

"I thought we'd lost the slip from the school announcing this event," said 
Benjamin Norton, who biked from his job in Boston to get the car at his St. 
Paul Street home to pick up his daughter and her classmates.

Mercedes Batista, 12, said she was "shocked" when teachers announced the 
leak and evacuation.
"My friends were like, 'The school's going to blow up! What's going to 
happen'?" said Batista. "It smelled nasty."

But the Baker School sixth-grader said she would enjoy the day off.

"Maybe I'll take a nap or play some video games," she said.
Cynthia Levitt, executive director of Temple Emeth, stood at the entrance 
making sure children left with an adult.
"We were glad we were able to do it," Levitt said of accommodating the Baker 
students. "We were lucky we were down the street."
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Teaching tool or restraining device?
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Body sox_  (http://www.baynews9.com/images/news/2006/12/13/lgbody1.jpg)  ; 
are  
meant as a therapeutic device for kids to explore their space. 

A  therapy okayed by the Pinellas County School District to calm kids is 
being  
questioned by parents.

It's called a body sock, but some parents call  it  a restraining device.

The district said body sox are good  teaching tools.  The family said it's a 
restraining device used to  discipline their son.  

_Body sox_  (http://stars4kidz.com/BODY_SOX-p1030.html) ; are  designed to 
help  
kids explore their three-dimensional space, according to web  sites  about 
the 
device."I don't like it at all," said Patrick Holt, the   boy's father. "I 
don't think it should be used on anybody."

Calming  device or restraining order? Holt  felt that way after learning a 
Pre-K  teacher at Pinellas Central Elementary put  his 4-year-old son in a 
body  
sock Friday. "My wife saw my son try to open up the  body sock and the  
teacher's 
aide went ahead and had him put it back up," Holt   said.

The Holts wondered what was going on, especially since  they  said their son 
was the only student in a body sock. Bay News 9 was shown  their son's 
journal, 
which the teacher records daily.

Patrick Holt  said his 4-year-old son was crying when put in the  device.
She wrote he  was having a good day. But after the parents  complained she 
wrote, "In  reference to the body sock; it was not used for  disciplinary 
reasons.  
It is used as a tool for calming children down."  

But then she  added, "The verbal warnings given to [the boy] prior to its  
use 
were  not working. If I wanted to 'discipline' him he would've been in   
time-out ." 

"You were giving verbal warnings because you were  doing  something prior to 
its use of putting [his son] in it," Holt  said. "So, it was  kind of, it 
seems 
like the body sock is used for  disciplinary  reasons."

The school board won't discuss the incident  because there's an  open 
investigation. But it did confirm body sox are  approved for use and aren't  
considered 
restraining devices.

"It  has been used in some of our  exceptional student educational classrooms 

as a very calming therapeutic and  well received type of strategy to  calm 
students down," school board Director of  Communications Andrea  Zahn said.

But the Holts said it was anything but  calming for their  son.

"He was crying very, very hard," Holt said. "Which  also causes  his asthma 
to 
kick in and sometimes he gets sick and everything like   that."

The family said the principal admitted the therapy did not  work.  


School board spokesperson Andrea Zahn said body sox have  been used  as an 
effective calming device for children. "They did  apologize, said it was  
wrong," 
Holt said. "The only thing that we  wanted from them was to send a letter  
out 
to let them know what might  be going on to their kids."

Holt said the  school was not willing to  send that letter home. That's when 
he contacted  Bay News  9.

Holt also said he plans to send his son to  another  school.

The Holts aren't alone in their criticism of how the body   sock was used. 
According to our Health Team 9 psychologist, Dr. Steve  O'Brien,  the body 
sock 
should not be used to calm unruly  children.

"It's probably  a questionable practice to use something  like the body sock 
that is basically  designed for creativity and for  visual spacial awareness, 
to 
use it in a way to  try and calm children  down," O'Brien said.

But the Executive Director of  the Teachers  Association, Jade Moore, who's 
in 
charge of looking out for  teachers,  said they should be careful when using 
body sox in the classroom until   the school board develops better techniques 
and  restrictions.
_Click  here_  (http://www.baynews9.com/E-mail-staff.html?Josh.Rojas) ; to 
e-mail Josh  Rojas, the TV reporter on this story. 
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National Coalition Reviews Green Cleaning; EPA Panel on Green  Cleaning

(Washington, DC, December 8, 2006)   Schools learned more about  how easy it 
is to adopt 'green cleaning' today at a US EPA's Symposium on  school 
environments. In a discussion led by US EPA, Healthy Schools Network,  Inc, a national 
environmental health organization and an EPA IAQ Partner  supported two 
national panel discussions on green  cleaning.  Practices and products used in 
green cleaning promote  custodial and occupant health. The New York Program of 
Healthy Schools Network  won a New York Governor's Executive Order and statewide 
law in 2005 that require  all agencies and all public and private school to 
use green cleaning  products. 

Earlier in the week at the annual meeting of the national Coalition for  
Healthier Schools policy leaders from state and national advocacy organization  
met to review work in the field, include a renewed focus on green  cleaning. 
Lead panelists for the Coalition included Tolle Graham,  MA-Healthy Schools 
Network; Carol Westinghouse, INFORM; Green Seal; Sherman  Ludwig, Green Flags 
program of Center for Health Environment and  Justice. 

Re-issuing its 8page online Green Cleaning Guide distributed  nationally 
since 1999, Healthy Schools Network executive Claire Barnett and  the coordinator 
of the national Coalition for Healthier Schools  offered examples of policy 
and practices for green cleaning, building on  the recent New York State law 
requiring agencies and schools to use green  cleaning products. Other panelists 
include Stephen Ashkin, a noted expert  in cleaning policies, Rochelle Davis, 
the Director of the Illinois Healthy  Schools Campaign; and, Allan Wakefield, a 
Facility Director from New  York State who has been practicing green cleaning 
for many years and who is past  President of the NYS Superintendents of 
Buildings and Grounds Association. 

For more information about green cleaning or other topics and resources  
related to school IAQ, please visit _www.healthyschools.org_ 
(http://www.healthyschools.org) ; homepage for a  copy of an updated national Green Cleaning Guide 
that includes the provisions of  the New York law and other essential 
information for schools, parents,  personnel, and community organizations.
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US Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration
National Clandestine Laboratory Register

http://www.dea.gov/seizures/index.html

Related press release:

http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/newsrel/wdo120506.html

US DOJ, Drug Enforcement Administration
News Release

December 5, 2006

Contact: DEA Public Affairs
Number: 202-307-7977

DEA Creates First-Ever National Meth Site Registry

DEC 5 -- (Washington, D.C.)-Today, the Drug Enforcement Administration 
announced that, as a free public service, DEA's webpage (www.dea.gov) will 
post locations in each state where known methamphetamine clandestine labs or 
dumpsites were located so that individuals can be aware of possible meth 
contaminated sites within their communities. This is the first such national 
listing of seized former meth sites available to the public.

"In a cruel twist of fate, people who have never used or manufactured meth 
have become some of its hardest hit victims after unknowingly buying 
property contaminated by chemicals and waste generated from a meth lab," 
said DEA Administrator Karen P. Tandy. "This registry gives home owners a 
new tool to help them ensure that their dream house is not a hidden 
nightmare."

The website will contain addresses reported by a variety of law enforcement 
agencies where chemicals or other items related to meth production were 
found or dumped. Users of this posting should be aware of its limitations - 
data is reported voluntarily from a wide variety of sources, and may not be 
comprehensive.

Concerned parties should check any entry of interest, by contacting local 
law enforcement and local health departments. Further, these entries should 
not be used as a substitute for advice from a licensed professional familiar 
with the specific facts and circumstances.
 

forwarded by Derek Shendell

(Healthy Schools Network note-- no children's health advocates were engaged 
in the creation of this guidance. Helpfully, NIOSH points out that there are 
no laws to protect children from injury.)

Cover for NIOSH Document Number 2007-107

<http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/enews/images/2007-107.jpg>;

Education and Information Division (EID)

A new "School Chemistry Laboratory Safety Guide" developed by NIOSH
and federal agency partners is available on the NIOSH web page. The guide
provides high school teachers and students with useful and practical
safety information to prevent injuries in school chemistry
laboratories.

NIOSH's partners were the Consumer Product Safety Commission and the
Environmental Protection Agency. Other stakeholders included the
chemical industry, unions, teachers, and State and Federal OSHA. The
safety guide can be accessed at the NIOSH Web site at

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2007-107. 
 

